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Introduction

The Department for Education and Skills published
proposals in 2004 for the development of new stan-
dards and qualifications  for
teachers working in the Further
Education sector. These qualifica-
tions will lead to Qualified Teacher
Learning and Skills standards
(UTLS). which provide overarching
standards which describe the
knowledge, understanding and
professional practice of all teach-
ers in Further Education. The new
standards apply to both new and
existing teachers, no matter what
their role within the sector. Until
recently, there was no dedicated training course
available to sign language users wishing to become
BSL teachers. In response to the new national
teaching framework for
teachers and  tutors
working in Further Educa-
tion Colleges, the Univer-
sity of Central Lancashire g
has introduced a national §
BSL Teacher Training
Course (BSL TTC) which is
aimed specifically at deaf
sign language teachers in
the post-I6  Education
sector.

Study Mode

Students on the course undertake a combination of taught
block teaching sessions (eight teaching blocks of 13 hours
each; one block of 10 hours), teaching practice experience
(a minimum of 30 hrs). supervised observation of their
teaching, and both online and face-to-face tutorials.

Course Content

The BSL Teacher Training Course covers three key ar-

Bas:

e Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector
(PTLLS)

o [ertificate in Teaching in the Lifelong Learning Sector
Associate Teacher Award (CTLLS)

o A Continuing Professional Development (CPD) module in
Applied Sign Linguistics.

Learning Environment

The course is taught in BSL
and focuses on equipping
students to deliver high-
quality BSL teaching. Teach-
ing and learning takes place
via blended learning - a
mixture of block teaching at
UClan and e-learning at
home. Teaching practice is
supported by supervisors
and mentors.

Entry requirements

The BSL Teacher Training Course is open to all
teachers, trainers and of BSL. In particular, we
welcome candidates who are currently teaching
BSL at Level 2 and who wish to upgrade their skills
to teach at Levels 3 and 4. All participants need to
hold a Level 3 qualification, e.g. an NVO Level 3
qualification in British Sign Language (or equiva-
lent).

Further information

Further inform can be obtained from:

Clark Denmark (course leader)
ACDenmark@uclan.ac.uk

Hanna Eichmann (course administrator)
HEichmann@uclan.ac.uk

School of Education and Social Sciences
Livsey House
University of Central Lancashire

Preston PRZ 9T



